Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to bring your attention to the unintended consequences that an expansion
of the patent space could have on the entrepreneurial dynamics, and thus on the
overall economic climate in Greece. As an economist, I strongly advise you to vote
against patents in the impending vote that is scheduled to take place in the European

Parliament on September 1, 2003.

In countries like Greece, where the majority of commercial exchanges are conducted
by small and medium sized organisations, the capacity to experiment freely on viable
alternatives, either in terms of technology, process, or organisation, is critical. When
taken to an extreme, patents do not match well with a climate nurturing
experimentation, and will hence hinder progress and economic prosperity within the
small business segment, which is the dominant model of entrepreneurship in the entire
Europe. Essentially, the argument for patents is not only misconceived, but it aims at
dislocating, even shattering the economic incentives that provide the initial bedrock
for starting a new small, regionally based business. If patents become more pervasive,
in line with the US, the effect on our economy is bound to be dramatic. Small
businesses will gradually evaporate, as they will be unable to shoulder the financial
burden that legal struggles over patent ownership entail. A plethora of cases will have
to be resolved at court, and small business owners will have no option other than
kneeling down under the pressure forced upon them by the financial and legal clout
that mega-corporations could command at their whim. On the one hand, taxpayers’
money will be increasingly squandered into court cases; and in the absence of

sufficient financial resources, small businesses will be excluded from a fair level

playing field.

Please, don’t take me wrong. Small businesses should not be protected because they
have been playing a rather traditional and central role in our economy for so long.
They should be fostered because they are a major engine of innovation and economic
value. And this is an argument that cannot be easily dismissed. I am not suggesting
here that by reviving small-scale entrepreneurship, all economic wounds will be
automatically healed, although some arguably will. But beyond the shadow of doubt,

locally based networks and clusters of small businesses are vital for a region’s



commercial community, since they give rise to a distinctive culture of risk-sharing.
Risk sharing when coupled with intra-organisational relationships based on mutual
trust and reciprocity stands a much better chance of delivering sustainable economic
and social growth. This is the real contribution that small and medium sized
enterprises could make to our communities. They promote collaboration, cultivate
trust, and encourage further social cohesion. This is not something that more patents
are equipped or meant to deal with. Their purpose is to minimize risk by granting
exclusive rights over the use and commercial exploitation of knowledge....but risk can
be more effectively minimised when the local marketplace thrives on networks of

collaboration and trust.

Most importantly, it is inevitable that local community life will be affected too as
healthy marketplace dynamics are restored, and trust is rooted in the market. In fact, it
is a definite prerequisite for social growth along with economic growth. Patents
discourage knowledge sharing and experimentation, and this is not our vision of the
future. Knowledge-based economics are driven by knowledge spillovers — that stem
from the free sharing of research knowledge, and it is also widely recognised that
knowledge transfer contributes to wider social and economic progress. On these
grounds, I urge you to consider the unintended harm that more patents could inflict
upon the spine of our economic system - that is small and medium sized

organisations.

Yours faithfully,

George N. Dafermos BA, MA, MSc

Economist, Freelance Management Consultant



Ayornté Ke/ Ka,

I'paeo yio va Gog Tpnpoeopnom GYETIKA LE TIS AVETIOVUNTEG EMTTMOGELS TOL Ba £xel
Lo 0VEAVOLEVT] «TTOTEVIOTOINGTY GTNV SVVOIKNY TNG TOTIKNG EMLYELPNUATIKOTNTOG,
Kl OTOTE OTO YEVIKOTEPO OlKOoVOKO KAlpa otnv EAAGda. Q¢ owovopordyoc, cog
OLVIOT® VO YNPICETE KATA TOV TOTEVIOV OTNV EMIKEIpEVN yneopopio mov Oa Adpet

uépog otnv Evpopovrn v 1" Zertepfpiov 2003.

Ye yopeg Omog mn EAAGOa, Omov m mAEOYNQio TOV EUTOPIK®OV  GLVOAALYDOV
TPAYUATOTOMTAL OO EMYEPNOELS UIKPOL Kol pecaiov peyéBovg, 1 avotnta
eAe00epPOL TTEPAUATICUOD AV GE TEYVOAOYIKA WEGO, OPYOVOTIKES JOIKAGES, 1|
KOTOOKEVOOTIKEG Kol  OpyoveTikéG pebodovg, eivar peilowvog onuocioc. e
vrepPorkd Pabud, or matévieg dev «tapldlovvy He Eva KAO TOV TPOCTUTETEVEL
aVTOV TOV TEPAUATIONS, Kot omdte Ba PAdwyel v mpOOdO KOl TNV OIKOVOUIKN
gvpopio. GTO TUNUO TOV UIKPO-UECHIOV ENLXEPNOE®Y, TO 0moio gival T0 Kupiopyo
povtédo  emyyepnuatikdtrag o€ oAdkAnpn v Evponn. Ovocuwotikd, To
emyEepnuoTe Tive oto omoto Paciletol pior TOATIKY OLEAVOUEVOV TOTEVTIMOV OEV
elvar povo AavBacpéva, oAl o otdyoc tovg Ba givor n €£o@Avion OKOVOHK®V
KWNTPO®V Yoo TNV 10puon WKpOV, TOTMK®OV enyelpnocmv. Edv ot matévteg
«O1EIGOVC0VY  TEPIGGOTEPON, OTNV 1O Ypopuun g ovtictoyns AUepKAVIKNG
vopobBeoiag, TOte TO amoTéAEGHO TNV OKovopia pog Ba elvar dpopatikd. Ot pikpég
emyepnoelg Ba e€areipBovv otadiokd enewdn Ba etvar aviumopeg vo avtoneEEABouv
0TO OKOVOLUKO BApog mov eivan cuvveacuévo pe pio voukn dtopdyn. Mia mAnbopa
vroBécewv Ba mpémel vo emAvBel SIKOCTIKMG, Kol Ol HKPO-UEGOIOl EMLXEPTLLOTIEG
dev Ba éyovv dAAh emdoyn ektdg TOL VO AVYIGOUV KAT® OO TV OIKOVOUIKY Kot
VOuKn 0vvaun mov dtfétovv 01kovokoi KoAocool. ATd v pia pepid, to AEQTd TV
(OpPOAOYOVUEVOV TOMT®V O omatoAovviol o€ VOulKa €£E00a, Kot ol UIKPEG
EMEPNCELS Ba OTEPOLVTAL €VOG TIMOL KOl IGOPOTOUUEVOL  EMLYEIPTLLOTIKOD

TAoiciov dpaong Kol avaTTuENG.

Yag mopokoA®, pnv pe mopeénynoete. Ov PIKPEG EMEPNOELS OEV TPEMEL Vo
npootatevfoldv enedn £xovv daterécel £va wWaitepa TOPAOOGIOKO Kol KEVIPKO

KOUUATL NG owovopiog pog yw €vo peyddo ypovikd owbotnua. Ilpémer va



npoototevfodv  emedn eivor  évag Poacikdg  poyAdg omkovouikng a&log ko
mpwtomopiag. Agv mpoteivw OtL pe 10 va avalwoyovnBel n pkpng KAipokog
EMYEPNUOTIKOTNTA, OAEC Ol OIKOVOLUKEG TANYEG Ba BepamevTohv aTOUATMC., 0V Kot
noALEG B emadlmBolv. Xwpic apeiPorio OHmG, TOTIKE ETLEPNUATIKE KO EUTOPIKE
diktva elval amapoitnta yioo TNV KOAN AElTovpyio TNG TOMKNG KOWOVIOG Kot
KOwotNTOoG, O@POV JNUOLPYOLV TIG TPOLTOHEGES YL OmO  KOWOU  avaAnym
emyepnuaTikod piokov. H amd kowvod avainymn emiyeipnuotikod pickov, Otov ival
«OEUEVIY HE EVOOETIYEIPNCIOKES OYECELS PUCIGUEVEG GE OAAAO-EUTIGTOGUVY], £XEL
TOAD TEPLEGOTEPES TOAVOTNTEG VAL GUVTEAEGEL GTNV LOKPOXPOVIO, OLKOVOLIKY Kol
Kowavikn gvelio. Avtn eivatl 1 TPAYHOATIKY] GLLVEIGQPOPA TOV UKPOV KOl HLEGOIMV
EMYEPNOEDV OTIG KOWOTNTEG HOS TPOomBOHV TN KOWOVIKY] GLVOYT, TNV GLVEPYAGI
Kot gumiotoovvn. Ki avtd dev givar kdtt mov ot matévteg elvar oyedoopéveg va
avTeTOmicovy N vo acyoinfovv pali. O apywodg Aoyog Vmapéng tovg eivar m
gloylotomoinon Tov  ploKOV  SWUECH  TNG  «OVOYVOPIONG Kol YOpiynons»
OTOKAEIOTIKOV OIKOMOUATOV €Tl NG ¥PNONG Kol EUTOPIKNG EKUETAAELONG oG
dpovpyiog N ePeVPECEMS, KoL Oy LOPPAHS «YvanS» OTMG Telvel va Tparypotonot et
TOpo otV emkéevn yneogopia g 1" ZenteuPfpiov. Gvoikd, o picko umopsei va
AVTILETOMIGOEL TO OMOTEAECUOTIKA OTOV 1 TOTIKEG AYOPEG AEITOLPYOLV TAV®D GCE

dikTva CLVVEPYAGTNG KO EUTIGTOGVUVIG.

[T onuoviwd eivor 6t1 M ovaoTHA®OT TG SUVOUIKNG NG Oyopds HECH TMV
pKpopecaiov enyepnoemv o emppedost v {oN TG TOMIKNG KOWOTNTOC.
[pdypatt, givor pio avamdoractn TpovwdOecT Yoo TNV TOVTOXPOVI] KO TOPAAANAN
KOLVOVIKT K0l OIKOVOLUKN TPO0d0. AvTiifETms, o1 matévteg amofapivouv v eAehBepn
YPNON Kot KUKAOPOPILL EVPEVNTIKNG YVOONGS, AGYETOS ToL OTL givarl dedopévo OTL N
AVTOAAQYT] YVOONG GUUPAAEL GE KOWOVIKY] KOl OtKovopukn gvgopia. EEoutiag avtmv
TOV AOYOV, 60¢ {NTO® Vo OVOAOYIGTATE TIS AVETIBVUNTEG EMATOCELS TOV Ol TOTEVTEG
UTOPOVV VO, ETMPEPOVYV GTI| GTOVOVAIKT] GTNHAT TOL OIKOVOUIKOV LOG GLUGTHUATOC — M

omoia elval Ol LKPEG KOt LEGOLES EMLYELPTGELC.

Elvpva dkog cacg,
I'ewpyroc N. Aapéppog, BA, MA, MSc
Owovopordyoc, Avegaptnrog Xopfovioc Enyepnoemv



